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12. References 
  
Annex I, Regulation 38 - Reception facilities: The Government of each Party to the present Convention the 
coastline of which borders on any given special area shall ensure that all oil loading terminals and repair ports 
within the special area are provided with facilities adequate for the reception and treatment of all the dirty ballast 
and tank washing water from oil tankers. In addition, all ports within the special area shall be provided with 
adequate reception facilities for other residues and oily mixtures from all ships. Such facilities shall have 
adequate capacity to meet the needs of the ships using them without causing undue delay. 

Annex V, Regulation 7 - Reception facilities: The Government of each Party to the Convention undertakes 
to ensure the provision of facilities at ports and terminals for the reception of garbage, without causing undue 
delay to ships, and according to the needs of the ships using them. 

Resolution MEPC.83 (44): Guidelines for ensuring the adequacy of port waste reception facilities, containing 
in its appendix a sample assessment procedure for ports.3 

MARPOL (Consolidated Edition, 2017): The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from 
Ships, 1973 (MARPOL Convention), is concerned with preserving the marine environment through the 
prevention of pollution by oil and other harmful substances and the minimization of accidental discharge of 
such substances. Its technical content is laid out in six Annexes, the first five of which were adopted by the 
1973 Convention, as modified by a 1978 Protocol. These cover pollution of the sea by oil, by noxious liquid 
substances in bulk, by harmful substances in packaged form, by sewage from ships and by garbage from 
ships. Annex VI was adopted by a further Protocol in 1997 and covers air pollution from ships. The 2017 
consolidated edition aims to provide an easy and comprehensive reference to the up-to-date provisions and 
unified interpretations of the articles, protocols and Annexes of the MARPOL Convention, including the 
incorporation of all of the amendments that have been adopted by the Marine Environment Protection 
Committee (MEPC).4 
 
MEPC.1/Circ.834: Consolidated Guidance for Port Reception Facility Providers and Users, which is intended 
to be a practical users' guide for ships' crews who seek to deliver MARPOL ashore and for port reception facility 
providers who seek to provide timely and efficient port reception services to ships, containing an updated 
advanced notification form, the waste delivery receipt and a revised format for reporting alleged inadequacies; 
 
ResolutionMEPC.83 (44): Guidelines for ensuring the adequacy of port waste reception facilities, containing 
in its appendix a sample assessment procedure for ports; 
 
Resolution MEPC.295 (71) (adopted on 7 July 2017) 2017 Guidelines for the Implementation of Marpol Annex 
V, providing assistance for port and terminal operators in assessing the need for, and providing, adequate port 
reception facilities for garbage. 
 
Port Reception Facilities How to do it (2016 Edition); This Manual provides practical information to 
Governments and competent (port) authorities, as well as the shipping industry, agencies and waste 
contractors seeking guidance when implementing MARPOL. It also provides guidance on how to deal with 
possible inadequacies, as, in order to comply fully with MARPOL, a party State has to ensure the provision of 
adequate port reception facilities meeting the needs of ships using their ports, without causing undue delay to 
the ships. 
 
The 2013 Framework for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes (“ESM framework”)  (UNEP, 2013a) was adopted at the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the 

                                                           
3 Guidelines for ensuring the adequacy of port waste reception facilities; 
4 MARPOL, Consolidated Edition 2017 IMO publications catalogue 2020 
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Parties to the Basel Convention. The framework establishes a common understanding of what ESM 
encompasses and identifies tools and strategies to support and promote the implementation of ESM. It is 
intended as a practical guide for governments and other stakeholders participating in the management of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes and constitutes the most comprehensive guidance on ESM to complement 
the Basel technical guidelines. 
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13. Appendix 1 

 
Simplified overview of the discharge provisions of the revised 
MARPOL Annex V which entered into force on 1 March 2018 

 
DISCLAIMER: Additional requirements may apply. 

 
(Note: The table below is intended as a summary reference. The provisions in MARPOL Annex 
V and the Polar Code, not the table below, prevail.) 

 
 
 
 

Garbage type1 

All ships except platforms4 Regulation 5 
Offshore platforms 

located more than 12 nm 
from nearest land and 

ships when alongside or 
within 500 metres of 

such 
platforms4 

 
Regulation 4 

Outside special areas 
and Arctic waters 
(Distances are from 

the nearest land) 

Regulation 6 
Within special areas and 

Arctic waters 
(Distances are from nearest 
land, nearest ice-shelf or 

nearest fast ice) 

Food waste 
comminuted or 

ground2 

>3 nm, en route and as 
far as practicable 

>12 nm, en route and as far as 
practicable3 

 
Discharge permitted 

Food waste not 
comminuted or 

ground 
>12 nm, en route and 
as far as practicable 

 
Discharge prohibited 

 
Discharge prohibited 

Cargo residues5, 6 

not contained in 
washwater 

 
 

> 12 nm, en route and 
as far as practicable 

 
Discharge prohibited 

 
 
 

Discharge prohibited  
Cargo residues5, 6 

contained in 
washwater 

> 12 nm, en route and as far 
as practicable (subject to 

conditions in regulation 6.1.2 
and paragraph 5.2.1.5 of part 

II-A of the Polar Code) 

Cleaning agents 
and additives6 

contained in cargo 
hold washwater 

 
 
 

Discharge permitted 

> 12 nm, en route and as far 
as practicable (subject to 

conditions in regulation 6.1.2 
and paragraph 5.2.1.5 of part 

II-A of the Polar Code) 

 
 
 

Discharge prohibited 
Cleaning agents 

and additives6 in 
deck and external 

surfaces washwater 

 
Discharge permitted 

Animal Carcasses 
(should be split or 

otherwise treated to 
ensure the 

carcasses will sink 
immediately) 

Must be en route and 
as far from the nearest 

land as possible. 
Should be >100 nm 
and maximum water 

depth 

 
 

Discharge prohibited 

 
 

Discharge prohibited 

All other garbage 
including plastics, 
synthetic ropes, 

fishing gear, plastic 
garbage bags, 

incinerator ashes, 
clinkers, cooking oil, 

floating dunnage, 
lining and packing 
materials, paper, 

rags, glass, metal, 
bottles, crockery 

and similar refuse 

 
 
 
 
 

Discharge prohibited 

 
 
 
 
 

Discharge prohibited 

 
 
 
 
 

Discharge prohibited 

1 When garbage is mixed with or contaminated by other harmful substances prohibited from discharge or 
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having different discharge requirements, the more stringent requirements shall apply. 
2 Comminuted or ground food wastes must be able to pass through a screen with mesh no larger than 25 mm.The 

discharge of introduced avian products in the Antarctic area is not permitted unless incinerated, autoclaved or 
otherwise treated to be made sterile. In polar waters, discharge shall be made as far as practicable from areas of 
ice concentration exceeding 1/10; in any case food wastes shall not be discharged onto the ice. 

3 Offshore platforms located 12 nautical miles from nearest land and associated ships include all fixed or floating 
platforms engaged in exploration or exploitation or associated processing of seabed mineral resources, and all 
ships alongside or within 500 m of such platforms. 

4 Cargo residues means only those cargo residues that cannot be recovered using commonly available methods 
for unloading. 

5 These substances must not be harmful to the marine environment. 
  



 

38  

 

14. Appendix 2 
 
STANDARD FORMAT OF THE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION FORM FOR WASTE DELIVERY TO PORT 
RECEPTION FACILITIES 
Notification of the Delivery of Wastes/Residues to (enter name of port or terminal) 
The master of a ship should forward the information below to the designated authority at least 24 hours in 
advance of arrival or upon departure of the previous port if the voyage is less than 24 hours. 
This form should be retained on board the ship along with the appropriate Oil Record Book, Cargo Record 
Book or Garbage Record Book. 

 
 

1. SHIP 
PARTICULARS 

DELIVERY FROM SHIPS (ANF) 

 
1.1 Name of ship: 1.5 Owner or operator: 

1.2 IMO number: 1.6 Distinctive number or letters: 

1.3 Gross tonnage: 1.7 Flag State: 

1.4 Type of ship:  Oil tanker  Chemical tanker  Bulk carrier  Container 
□ Other cargo ship  Passenger ship  Ro-ro  Other (specify) 

 
2. PORT AND VOYAGE PARTICULARS 

 
2.1 Location/Terminal name and POC: 2.6 Last Port where wastes/residues were delivered: 

2.2 Arrival Date and Time: 2.7 Date of Last Delivery: 

2.3 Departure Date and Time: 2.8 Next Port of Delivery (if known): 
2.4 Last Port and Country: 2.9 Person submitting this form is (if other than the master): 

2.5 Next Port and Country (if known): 

3. TYPE AND AMOUNT OF WASTES/RESIDUES FOR DISCHARGE TO FACILITY 
 

MARPOL Annex I – Oil Quantity (m3)  MARPOL Annex V – Garbage Quantity (m3) 
Oily bilge water  A. Plastics  
Oily residues (sludge)  B. Food wastes  
Oily tank washings  C. Domestic wastes  
Dirty ballast water  D. Cooking oil  
Scale and sludge from tank 
cleaning 

 E. Incinerator ashes  

Other (please specify)  F. Operational wastes  
MARPOL Annex II – NLS Quantity (m3) 

/Name1 
G. Animal carcasses  

Category X substance  H. Fishing gear  
Category Y substance  I. E-waste  
Category Z substance  J. Cargo residues (non-HME)2  
OS – other substances  K. Cargo residues (HME)2  
MARPOL Annex IV – Sewage Quantity (m3) MARPOL Annex VI – Air 

pollution 
Quantity (m3) 
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 Ozone-depleting substances 
and equipment containing such 
substances 

 

Exhaust gas-cleaning residues  
 
1 Indicate the proper shipping name of the NLS involved. 
2 Indicate the proper shipping name of the dry cargo. 



MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1 
Annex, page 16 
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Name of ship: IMO Number: 
Please state below the approximate amount of wastes/residues remaining on board and the percentage of maximum storage 
capacity. If delivering all wastes/residues on board at this port please strike through this table and tick the box below. If 
delivering some or no waste/residue, please complete all columns. 
I confirm that I am delivering all the wastes/residues held on board this vessel (as shown on page 1) at this port 

 
Type 

Maximum 
dedicated 
storage capacity 
(m3) 

Amount of 
wastes/residues 
retained on board 
(m3) 

Port at which 
remaining 
wastes/residues will 
be delivered (if 
known) 

Estimate amount of 
wastes/residues to be 
generated between 
notification 
and next port of call (m3) 

MARPOL Annex I – Oil 
Oily bilge water     

Oily residues (sludge)     
Oily tank washings     

Dirty ballast water     

Scale and sludge from tank 
cleaning 

    

Other (please specify)     

MARPOL Annex II – NLS3 

Category X substance     

Category Y substance     
Category Z substance     

OS – other substances     

MARPOL Annex IV – Sewage 
Sewage     

MARPOL Annex V – Garbage 
A. Plastics     

B. Food wastes     
C. Domestic wastes     

D. Cooking oil     

E. Incinerator ashes     
F. Operational wastes     

G. Animal carcasses     

H. Fishing gear     
I. E-waste     

J. Cargo residues (non-HME)4     

K. Cargo residues (HME)4     
MARPOL Annex VI – Air pollution 
Ozone-depleting substances 
and equipment containing such 
substances 

    

Exhaust gas-cleaning residues     
Date: .................................................. Name and Position: ................................................................................. 
Time: ................................................. Signature: ................................................................................................ 

MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1 
Annex, page 16 
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3 Indicate the proper shipping name of the NLS involved. 
4 Indicate the proper shipping name of the dry cargo. 



MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1 
Annex, page 17 
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15. Appendix 3 
 

STANDARD FORMAT FOR THE WASTE DELIVERY RECEIPT 
 
The designated representative of the reception facility provider should provide the following form to the master of a ship that 
has just delivered wastes/residues. 
This form shall be retained on board the ship along with the appropriate Oil Record Book, Cargo Record Book or Garbage 
Record Book. 
 

1. RECEPTION FACILITY AND PORT PARTICULARS 
1.1 Location/Terminal name: 

1.2 Reception facility provider(s) 

1.3 Treatment facility provider(s) – if different from above: 

1.4 Waste/residue Discharge Date and Time from: to 

2. SHIP PARTICULARS 
2.1 Name of ship: 2.5 Owner or operator: 

2.2 IMO number: 2.6 Distinctive number or letters: 

2.3 Gross tonnage: 2.7 Flag State: 

2.4 Type of ship:  Oil tanker  Chemical tanker  Bulk carrier  Container 
□ Other cargo ship  Passenger ship  Ro-ro  Other (specify) 
3. TYPE AND AMOUNT OF WASTES/RESIDUES RECEIVED 

 
MARPOL Annex I – Oil Quantity (m3)  MARPOL Annex V – Garbage Quantity (m3) 

Oily bilge water  A. Plastics  

Oily residues (sludge)  B. Food wastes  

Oily tank washings  C. Domestic wastes  

Dirty ballast water  D. Cooking oil  

Scale and sludge from tank 
cleaning 

 E. Incinerator ashes  

Other (please specify)  F. Operational wastes  

MARPOL Annex II – NLS Quantity 
(m3)/Name1 

G. Animal carcasses  

Category X substance  H. Fishing gear  

Category Y substance  I. E-waste  

Category Z substance  J. Cargo residues (non-HME)2  

OS – other substance  K. Cargo residues (HME)2  

MARPOL Annex IV – Sewage Quantity (m3) MARPOL Annex VI – related Quantity (m3) 

 Ozone-depleting substances and 
equipment containing such 
substances 

 

Exhaust gas-cleaning residues  
On behalf of the port facility I confirm that the above wastes/residues were delivered. 
Signature: ……………………………… Full Name and Company Stamp: ………………………………………… 
 

MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1 
Annex, page 17 

 

43  

 
1 Indicate the proper shipping name of the NLS involved. 
2 Indicate the proper shipping name of the dry cargo. 



MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1 
Annex, page 44 
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16. Appendix 4 
 

WASTE RECEPTION FACILITY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Table 1: Waste reception facility reporting requirements for port States 
 

Reporting requirements Reference 
 
 
 
 
 
Reporting on the 
availability of 
reception facilities 

The port State is required to communicate to the 
Organization a list of reception facilities in its ports 
including their location, capacity, available facilities 
and other characteristics. 

 
Article 11(1)(d) of MARPOL 

 
 
The port State is required to upload information on 
new reception facilities on the Port Reception 
Facilities Database (GISIS) and to maintain and 
update the required information continuously. 

Port Reception Facilities 
Database (PRFD) as a 
module of the Global 
Integrated Shipping 
Information System (GISIS); 
Global Integrated Shipping 
Information 
System (GISIS) (resolution 
A.1029(26)) 

Reporting on 
alleged 
inadequacies of 
reception facilities 

The port State should ensure the provision of proper 
arrangements to consider and respond appropriately 
and effectively to reports of inadequacies, informing 
IMO and the reporting flag State of the outcome of 
their investigation. 

 
Resolution MEPC.83(44), 
annex, paragraph 10.3; 
MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, 
paragraph 41 

 The port State is encouraged to make use of  
 
 
Guidelines for ensuring the 
adequacy of port waste 
reception facilities (resolution 
MEPC.83(44)) 

 the assessment form appended to the 
 Guidelines for ensuring the adequacy of port 
Reporting on waste reception facilities, to conduct regular 
the assessment assessments of waste/residue reception 
of the port facilities in its ports and advise IMO of the 
reception outcome of such assessments, including any 
facilities inadequacies of port reception facilities, as well 
 as any technical cooperation assistance that 
 may be needed to address those 
 inadequacies. 
  

Small island developing States participating in a 
regional arrangement shall consult with IMO for 
circulation to the MARPOL Parties: (1) how the 
Regional Reception Facilities Plan takes into account 
the Guidelines (resolution MEPC.221(63); (2) 
particulars of the identified Regional Ships Waste 
Reception Centres; and 
(3) particulars of those ports with only limited facilities. 

Regulations 38.4 and 

 38.6 of Annex I; 
Consulting with 
IMO on regional 
arrangements for 
port reception 
facilities 

Reg. 18.3 of Annex II; Reg. 
12.2 of Annex IV; Reg. 8.3 of 
Annex V; Reg. 17.2 of Annex 
VI; 2012 Guidelines for the 
Development of a 
Regional Reception 

 Facilities Plan (resolution 
 MEPC.221(63)) 
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Table 2: Waste reception facility reporting requirements for flag States 
 
 

Reporting requirements Reference 
 The flag State is requested to distribute the  

 Format for reporting alleged inadequacies of  
 port reception facilities, as set out in  
 appendix 1 of MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, to ships and 

urge Masters to use this format to 
report alleged inadequacies of port reception 

MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, 
paragraph 39 

 facilities to the Administration of the flag  
 State and, if possible, to the authorities of the  
 port State.  

  
 
The flag State is required to notify IMO, for 
transmission to the Parties concerned, of any case 
where facilities are alleged to be inadequate. 

Reg. 38.8 of Annex I; 

 Reg. 18.5 of Annex II; 
 Reg. 12.2 of Annex IV; 
Reporting on Reg. 8.3 of Annex V; 
alleged Reg. 17.3 of Annex VI; 
inadequacies of resolution MEPC.83(44), 
reception annex, paragraph 8.3; 
facilities MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, 

paragraph 39 

 The flag State shall notify the port State of the 
occurrence of the alleged inadequacy of port 
reception facilities. 

MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, 
paragraph 39; 
resolution MEPC.83(44), 
annex, paragraph 8.3 

 Notification shall be made as soon as  
Resolution MEPC.83(44), 
annex, 
paragraph 8.3.1; 
MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, 
paragraph 40 

 possible following completion of the alleged 
 inadequacies reporting form 
 (MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1, appendix 1) and 
 should include a copy of the master's report, 
 together with any supporting documentation. 

 
 
 
 








