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Requirements in YemMeN ....coveeeresmsesersssnsmrsersnnes &

Within the PERSGA Region, MARPOL has been ratified by
Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Yemen is one of the
countries that have not yet ratified the convention........

¢ EMARSGA

efforts in supporting memeber countries.....c..... 7
EMARSGA continued its efforts in collaboration with PERSGA
member states in providing technical support and capacity
building.......

e STATUS

of regional response capabilities.......coceeersnrense 12

EMARSGA has been keen ever since it has been established in
May 2006 to collaborate with the member states for capacity
building and enhancing oil response capabilities.......

® INCIDENTS

reported 10 EMARSGA .......coocesveeessnsossssrmssesss L7
The Centre of Emergency Mutual Aid in the Red Sea and Gulf
of Aden “ EMARSGA” has been alerted about four different
incidents over the last 12 months.........

The Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment
of the RedSea and Gulf of Aden-PERSGA-is an intergovermmental
organization dedicated to the conservation of coastal and marine
environment in the region. Its legal basis stems from the Regional
Convention for the conservation of the RedSea and Gulf of Aden
Environment known as the ledddah Convention and signed in 1982.
The PERSGA member countries include Djibouti, Egypt, lordan,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. The headquarters are
based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

The aim of the newsletter is to provide you with the activities
and news of the marine Emergency Mutual Aid Center of the
RedSea(EMARSGA). The contents of the newsletter do not
necessarily represent the position or views of PERSGA or the
editorial board,nor do they imply the expression of any opinion
on the part of PERSGA concerning the legal status of any
country,territory,frontier or border.

All non-copyright material may be freely reproduced. Al-Sanbouk
cordially requests that due reference is made to the source if
any news/articles/pictures are reprinted in other publications.



heRedSeaisdistinguishedforits coastal anddeepwater Environment.

It has a profound reputation for its rich biodiversity and highly
productive hahbitats. The Gulf of Aden also shares the Red Sea thesze
characteristics. This has given them special consideration in MARPOL
Convention and hawve been identified a= a special areas. But the special
area status does not get into effect spontaneously. Specific actions by
the countries bordering special areas are needed. Basic reguirements
arethat such countries should accede the MARPOL Corvention and that
adequate reception facilities are available in the region. FERSGA and
its Emergency Mutual Aid Centre EMARSGA, are exerting continuous
efforts on the different fronts, both with the International Maritime
Organization “IMO" and the member states. Efforts may even be extended to coordinate with FERSGA non
member states. PERSGA is providing all possible technical assistance to its member countries to realize
the condition of availability of adequate reception facilities in the region and also facilitate acceding the
MARPOL Corventions to countries that have not yet done =o.

Countries that have acceded the Conwention are Saudi Arabia, all the six annexes; Egypt, Annexes 1-Y;
Jordan and Djibouti, Annexes 1&2. Sudan and Yemen are in the process of acceding the Comvention,
which reflects the harmony between the directions of PERSGA and its member states and the significant
supportthat PERSGA initiatives receive from its member states.

Getting the special area status of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden into effect is al=o a concern of PERSGA
Ministerial council. It has been emphasized in the last three Council Meetings; 2008, 2002 and 2010, In
accordance with the decisions of the Council the activities of PERSGA and EMARSGA are continuously
increasing. Especially that the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden are witnessing steady increase in navigation and
freight both in gquantity and diversiby.

The two basins of PERSGA, are getting increasingly crowded with ships and oil tankers that carry about 12%
of the world trade between Europe, Americas and the Middle East. In addition there is active movement
of war ships in the region. These factors collectively provide a strong driving force towards putting the
special area status of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden into effect.

Joining the MARFOL Conwvention is the only legal instrument that would prevent such ships from dumping
ary of their waste oil, sewage or garbage into the sea, a matter that is strictly forbidden in the especial
areas. Notewnorthy is that all the surrounding identified special area status have entered into effect, which
forces the ships to be more careful about aveiding polluting the environment in these areas as compared
to the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.

There are several positive signs reflected in the continuous improvement in realization of the MARFOL
Convention requirements in all countries including those that have not acceded to the Convention yet.
Also, the continuous advancement in the ship building technologies results in a continuous decrease
in the ships needs for coastal reception facilities, which makes conformity with the Convention much
easier

In conclusion, putting the special area status of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden into effect in the near
future is possible. But it still needs more efforts from surrounding countries for realizing the following
requirements. These have been identified in a workshop organized specially for this purpose, supported
by IMO and facilitated by an international expert nominated by IMO:

1. Acceding to the MARPOL Corvention by PERSGA member states that have not yet acceded the
comvention plus Eretria will significantly improve the chances of approval of any application to the
IMO for identifying a date at which the special area status of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden enter into
effect under Annex 1. Also acceding to Annex % by the countries that have not acceded Annex W yet
will improve the chances of approval of an application for putting the special area status of the Red
Sea into effect under Annex V.



2. In 3 special study PERSGA conducted in
collaboration with IMO and the Maritime Affairs
Authority in Yemen it has been recommended
that when Yemen ratifies the MARFOL
Convention, it may apply for the readjustment of
the definition of the Gulf of Aden to include an
area that is not currently covered in any special
area under MARPOL, which includes the Socotra
Archipelago that has been recognized as a World
Heritage Site. ¥Yemen in coordination with the
other countries surrounding the Gulf of Aden
may al=o request to denote the Gulf of Aden a
special area under Annex W

3. Update of the information on reception facilities
of the countries bordering the Red Sea and Gulf
of Aden in the GISIS database of IMO would help

significantly inapproval of the special area status
putting into effect request when filed.

A, A request needs to be filed at MO by the
countries surrounding the Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden individually or collectively, advising IMO of
the availahility of adequate reception facilities
in the region and asking for specifying a date at
which the special area status of the Red Sea and
Gulf of Adenwould getinto effect.

PERSGA and EMARSGA will not save any efforts
in continuing to support amy of the countries in
realization of these issues.

Prof. Ziad H. Abu Ghararah
Secretary General

Withinthe PERSGA Region, MARFOL has beenratified
by Ojibouti, Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Yemen is
one of the countries that have not yet ratified the
convention.

The Republic of Yemen occupies a strategic and
unigue position within the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
(R5GA} as it has extensive coastlines in both the Red
Sea and the Gulf of Aden. therefore, it is particularly
important that Yemen should become a party to the
MARFPOL Convention. In addition, under MAEPOL a
number of Special Areas were identified throughout
the world where pollution might causes great harm
to the marine ervironment.

Each Party to MARPOL is expected to notify the IMO
of the measures they have taken to provide such
reception facilities. When all the States bordering a
Special Area have confirmed that they have provided
adequate reception facilities, IMO will be able to et
the date from which requirements applying to ships
operating in the Special Area shall take effect. 1MO
will then notify all IMO Member States of the date
established well in advance of that date.

Entry into Force of Regional Special Areas

Both the Red Seaandthe Gulf of Aden are designated
as special areas under MARFOL Annex |. The Red
Sea has also been designated as a special area with
regard to the dumping of garbage under Annex Y.
So far, because of the lack of notification from the
States bordering the RSGA it has not been possible
for IMO to recommend that the status of the R5GA
under MARPOL, under either &nnex 1 or &nnex Y, can
enter into effect. As in the Table below.

Special Areas ‘Adopted Date of Entry into Force In Effect From
Annex | Oil
Eed Sea Area 2 Mow 1573 2 Oct 1583 Motyet
Gulf of Aden Area 1 Dec 1987 1 April 1282 Motyet

Annex ¥ Garbage

Red Sea Area 2 Moy 1973

31 Dec 1988 Motyet




PERSGA has in collaboration with IMO organized a
mission with the objectives of:

#* Identifying the requirements and actions to be
taken in order to allow the Republic of Yemen to
become a party to the MARPOL Convention.

# Examining the current definition of the Gulf
of Aden under MARPOL Annex | and dewelop
recomm endations for the potential amendment
of thiz definition so that the sea area between
the Gulf of Aden, as defined in MARPOL &nnex
I, and the Oman area of the Arabian Sea that
was adopted on 15 October 2004 and entered
into force on 01 January 2007 (but is not yetin
effect}, and that i= not included in either of the
Special Areas, could be made part of the Gulf of
Aden Special Area in order to protect this area
from any misuse by shipping.

The mission consisted of Or Mohammed Badran,
Cirector, Projects” Management, Scientific Research
and Dewelopment, PERSGA; Captain Roy Facey,
IMO  Consultant; M. Mohammed  &l-labhbari,
Ervironmental Inspector and Marine  Pollution
Control Officer, Maritime Affairs Authority, Sana’a,
Yemen and Mr.Abdufattah Al-Migdad, Environmental
Inspector and Marine Pollution Control Officer,
Maritime Affairs Authority, Sana’a, Yemen

Gulf of Aden
[Under MARPGL)

Identifyingthe requirements and actions conceming
MARPOL Comvention in Yemen

The team started their mission by meeting with the
Executive Chairman of MAA Captain Abd Allah Abkar
in July 2002 in Sana’a at the MAA Headguarters
building. The Chairman emphasized theresponsibility
of Mas for MARPOL matters within Yemen, and
expressed his wish that the government, through
the Ministry of Transport, should be in a position
to accede to the MARFOL Convention as soon as
possible.

Subsequently all port terminals and other
stakehaolders concerned with the disposal of oil and
garbage from ships have been visited. The mission
specifically noted the operation of several agents
invalved in handling used engine oil and garbage
on ships. The mission also noted the existence of a
fully operational used oil recycling factory in Aden.
Handling of oily ballast was not needed in most
terminals as ships calling at these terminals use
segregated ballast tanks. The field wisits= and the
interviews with responsible persons hawve shown
clearly that Yemen does have the necessary facilities
that enables the country to ratify the MARFOL
Convention smoothly.

; thefastarn Boundary
=" of the Gulf of Aden



Definition of the Gulf of Aden under MARPOL

The geographical coverage of the Red Sea and Gulf of
Adenis defined in Article Il of the Regional Convention
for the Conservation of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
Environment, Jeddah Convention, as follows: Article
Il - The present Convention shall apply to the entire
sea area, taking into account integrated ecosystems,
of the Red Sea, the Gulf of Agaba, the Gulf of Suez,

the Suez Canal to its end on the Mediterranean, and
the Gulf of Aden as bounded by the following rhumb
lines: From Ras Dharbat Ali in Latitude 16° 39" 00"
N, Longitude 53° 03’ 05” E, to a point in Latitude
16° 00’ 00" N, Longitude 53° 25’ 00” E, thence to a
point in Latitude 12° 40’ 00” N, Longitude 55° 00’
00" E lying ENE of Socotra Island, then to Ras Hafun
in Latitude 10" 26’ 00” N, Longitude 51° 25" 00"
E.Thus the boundary between the Red Sea and Gulf
of Aden is not identified in the Jeddah Convention.
The International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships, MARPOL, defines the Red Sea
area as follows {(MARPOL Regulation 10 (1) d): “The
Red Sea Area means the Red Sea proper including
the Gulfs of Suez and Agaba bounded at the south

by the rhumb line between Ras Si Ane [Ras Siyyan]
(12 28.5" N, 43° 19.6’ E) and Husn Murad (12° 40.4
N, 43° 30.2" E)".

Thus Mayyun (or Perim) island is considered by
MARPOL to lie within the Red Sea. The Gulf of Aden
as defined by MARPOL covers a significantly smaller
area than that encompassed within the definition
used in the Jeddah Convention. For the purposes of
MARPOL the islands of the Socotra Archipelago are
not included, and the Gulf of Aden area is defined as
follows:

“The Gulf of Aden Area means that part of the Gulf
of Aden between the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea
bounded to the west by the rhumb line between
Ras Si Ane [Ras Siyyan] (12° 28.5' N, 43° 19.6" E) and
Husn Murad (12°40.4' N, 43° 30.2' E) and to the east
by the rhumb line between Ras Asir (11° 50 N, 51°
16.9" E) and the Ras Fartak (15° 35’ N, 52° 13.8' E)".

Thus the Archipelago, which is now a World Heritage
Site, is excluded from the Special Area as defined by
MARPOL.

Conclusions :

* All the commercial ports of Yemen including the new LNG Terminal were visited.

The introduction of segregated ballast tankers in international trade under MARPOL
requirements have made a great difference to Yemen and to the facilities needed at its oil
terminals.

Regulations introduced by the Ministry of Transport are in line with MARPOL requirements.
In general Reception Facilities for waste oil, garbage and sewage are adequate at all ports.

Some small sub-standard coastal tankers operating from Yemeni ports are not compliant with
MARPOL requirements.

Facilities for oil reception in the country have been greatly improved in the past year, with the
establishment of an international oil reception and processing plant in the Aden Free Zone.

Qverall, it appears that there is no reason why Yemen would be unable to accede to the
MARPOL Convention. Thus the mission recommends that the Maritime Affairs Authority
would proceed with the legal instruments according to the constitution of the Republic of
Yemen to accede to the MARPOL Convention

The extent is the Gulf of Aden as defined by MARPOL is an important issue and the current
boundaries should be reconsidered so that the Socotra Archipelago is included, and the gap
between two Special Areas on the southern coast of the Arabian Peninsula is closed.




EMARSGA contlnuad [t5 offorts I collaboraton with PERSGA member states |n praviding sechnleal
support and capaciey bullding, Themaln actvites awver the |astyear conslsted of reglanal and nntlonal
tralning amvd consultationworkshops, Followlng 152 numberof workshops organlzed between Sotober
200 atvd Oretorbe P 2010,

Putting Special Area Status of RSGA into Effect
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The Hageoral Workih il e ML

The Red 5ea ic designated as a special area under
bath Annex |and Annes W “gil and garbage” and the
Aulf of Aden under Annes | “ail”. Howewver, up ta date
the Special Area status has nat vet became eff ective

farany af the areas far any af the
ANnNEXEE.

A warkshap was canvened at
EMARSSA in amder to raice
further awareness in the regian
af the neceszary pravisians ta
ensure that the Special Amrea
status will became etfective in
the near future. The warkshap

was successful in as much as

the partcipants were highly satisfied with the
arrangements made antheirbehaf and appreciative

=

The Red 503 and the Gulf of Aden
have boen deslgnated by the
Internat onalMaritdme Organlzation
[IMACH o be Speclal Areas under the
international Comvention  for the
Preventan of Pallutlon fram Ships,
krarn as the MARPOL Comrentian,
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independent cansultant. There was cansensus that
further fallaw upwas necessary and thatthere was
an urgent need to meet the abligatians ta ensure
the prmper pravisian af adeguate facilites and

arrange far etfectve receptian af
ships” wastes in their parts. The
inventary in line with resalubian
MEPCEZ[44), <Guidelines far
ensuring the adequacy aof part
waste receptian facilities, was
acknawledzed ta be af unlimited
value. The participams felt
respansible far the fallow up an
ten mecammendatans agreed

an in the warkshap, pamicularly an the identified

af the etarts af PERSGASEMARSEA and the

priarity itemsand natianal self assescment fallaw up
far pravisian af needed requirements.



Legal Aspects of Ballast Water Management

A regional workshop on the legal aspects of
the international convention on ballast water
management has been organized at EMARSGA as
one of the components of the GloBallast Partnership
Project. Preparation for the workshop started about
two months earlier of the date of the workshop.
The materials has been provided by the GloBallast
Partnership PCU.

PER5GA in turn has contracted the consultant D
H. Baban and completed all the necessary regional
arrangements. PERSGA has also translated the
materials provided by IMO to Arabic and the

Enforcement is a set of actions that Gulf of Aden followed by an introductory address
governmetns or others take, to and presentation by the Regional Coordinator of
correct situations that endangers the GloBallast Partnership Project who emphasized

the environemnt the importance of the project and the fruitful

collaboration between PERSGA and IMO in handling

— . o

workshop was carried out in
Arabic. This has the advantage
of providing the information
by a highly experienced Arahic
native consultant that helped in
better communication between
instructor and the participants.

The workshop started at 2:00
am of Wednesday December
1gth 2002, & welcome address
has been given by the Director
of the Centre of Emergency
Mutual Aid in the Red Sea and

3 g e T ol B g L5 Bt Byl A Lulip ittty t o oy T i

Trakning Warkshop an the Legal Aspects In Bafiasr Water Management i the Fed Sea and Gulf of &

different aspects of protection
of the marine and coastal
erwironment from pollution.
| Discussion of the different
. modules then started by the
| instructor.  Topics  discussed
{ focused on the legal aspects of
the international corwention
of ballast water management,
namely the legal reforms
needed to facilitate putting the
convention into effect.



Port State Control Regional Mol
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Regional Warkshap o o e sane Coatrol: Tesards Development of 2

The workshop was organized pursuant to the
FER5GA council decree number "8f13 - _a S
10/3/2010 " The workshop was organized at the
Centre of Emergency Mutual &id in the Red 5ea and
Gulf of Aden — EMARSGA — during the period July
26th— 27th 2010, It was attended by 15 participants
form PERSGA member states, PERSGA staff and
invited speakers.

The workshop language was mainly  Arabic,
howewer, some parts were given in the English
language, particularly the presentation of the
IMO  representative and some parts of the
other presentations that were necessary to he
communicated to the IMO representative.

Theworkshop was facilitated by PERSGA coordinator
Or. Mohammad Badran. Captain Emad Islam, Deputy
Secretary General of the Mediterranean Moll,
played a key role in the discussions pointing out the
benefits of a new F5C Mol in the Red Sea and Gulf

TR e dlee Bead Mooy Do d Tl Wlen™ ot '

of &den and how to utilize the existing Mols based
on the experience in the Mediterranean Mol. An
IMO representative participated in the workshop
and expressed his blessings of PERSGA initiative in
establishing a Port State Control Mol in the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden.

Guidelines for Regional Response to Qil and Chemical Spills

The Regional Organization for the Conservation
of Erwironment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
organized at the Center of Emergency Mutual Aid
in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden in Hurghada Egypt,
a regional workshop on Guidelines for Response
to Oil and Hazardous Chemical 5aills in the Marine
and Coastal Environment that took place during the
period October 26th-28th 2010.The workshop was
attended by twenty specialists from the region and
discussions were facilitated by the International

consultant 5téphane Grenon and Or. Mohammad
BEadran; Director of Projects Management, Scientific
REesearch and Monitoring at PERSGA.

The workshop started with an opening address of
Admiral Mohammed Genina Director of ERMARSGA,
who welcomed the participants and emphasizes the
roleof the Centrein communicatingwith them for the
realization of its objectives inprotection of the marine
and coastal erwironment. Or. Mohammad Badran
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then spoke comeying to the

participants the greetings = q\“j

of H E PERSGA Secretary
General hiswishes of having
a successful and  fruitful
workshop. Or. Badran also
welcomed the Consultant
mr. Grenon and pointed out
the workshop comes in the
framework of enhancing ¢ 1
the capacity building at the
countries for responsze to
oil =spills and a move step
forwardtowardsestablishing
response tohazardous chemical spills mechanismsin
the region. Then Oir. Badran discussed the contextin
which the workshop is being organized, pointing out
that itwill end with identifying operational guidelines
for response to oil and hazardous chemical spills.

ot gl e b b e B A L et e B ity
K] Wit we Do, 01 Torpiar 18 S o7 10 dod Wlicarims o Vi

G The consultant Mr. Grenon

SLS o then gave his first overview
presentationon mechanisms
for  responding  to ol
and hazardous chemical
spills.  This was followed
by country presentations
on the national status of
the participant’s countries

ot e P o gl

Concerning FESpOnse
capabilities and contingency
planning CONCErNiNg

basically oil, a5 PERSGA
region countries sl lack
well identified mechanism for response to hazardous
chemical spills. Then the workshop's =essions
continued discussing practical aspects of response
to oil and hazardous chemicals in the marine and
coastal environments.

Updating National Contingency Plan in Djibouti

A national training workshop on updating the
national contingency plan for response to oil and
other hazardous substances spills was held in the
Eepublic of Ojibouti during the period February
15th — 18th 2010, The workshop was inaugurated
by HE Mr. Ali Hassan Bahdon Minister of Transport
and equipment in Ojibouti in the presence of Mr.
Abnubaker Douale Wais Secretary-General of the

ministry of Housing and Urbanization, Environment
and Land Planning. Mr Habib Abdi Houssein
represented PERSGA. Representatives of  all
stakehaolders in the implementation of the National
Contingency Plan also participated in the workshop.
In addition to updating the national contingency
plan, the workshop aimed at training participants on
oil response according to IMO standards.




Ballast Water Management in RSGA

Three national training workshops on ballast water management have been carried out in Egypt,
lordan and Yemen during February 2010. The three workshops have been carried out within the
framework of implamentation of the GloBallast Partnerships Project. in which PERSGA is 3 partner
with the International Maritime Organization “IMO".

The workshop in Egypt was carried
out at the Suez Regional Branch of the
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency
during the perind February Bth — 10th
2010, General aspects of ballast water
management have been discussed using
the training material produced by IMO.
national coordinator of the project
Engineer Kamal El Kazzas from the Red
Sea Ports. He discussed the progress
made and the upcoming steps of the
projects implementation at the nation
level.

The workshop in lordan was
carried out at the Headguarters
of lordan’s Mariime Authority
during the perind February 14th -
16th 2010. The Director General of
the lordanian Maritime Authority
participated in  the opening.
General aspects of ballast water
management have been discuszed
using  the  training material
produced by IMO. Engineers Walied
Al Suhaimat and Omer &l Dabbas
discussed the progress made and
the upcoming steps of the project’s
implementation at the national
lewel.

The workshop in Yemen was carried out
at the Hudayedah Branch of ‘Yemen's
Maritime Affairs  Authority during
the period February 22nd — 24th
2010. The Governor of Hudayedah
Governorate participated in the
opening session and addressed
the participants, acknowledging
the role of PERSGA in protection
of the marine and coastal
environment. General aspects
of ballast water management
have been discussed using the
training material produced by
IMO. Or. Mabil Al Shawafi discuszed
the progress made and the upcoming
steps of the project’s implementation
at the national level.

1l
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Status of Regional Capabilities for Response to Qil Spills

EMARSGA has been keen ewer
since it has been established
in May 2006 to collaborate
with the member states for
capacity building and enhancing
pil response capabilities. This
i= manifested in the countries
adopting oil response national
contingency  plans. one  of |
the fruitful outcomes of this
collaboration is that all PERSGA
member states currently have
national contingency plans for
responding to  oil spills and
treating its effects. Thiz has
encouraged  the  EMARSGA
to start 3 series of national
training workshops on  IMO
Level Il on response to oil spills
and updating the national
contingency plans. Thereizalzoa
parallel effort onestablishing an oil response regional
contingency plan. This will be discussed in a regional
workshop supported by the International Maritime
Organization “IMO" during the year 2011, Amongst
the basic pillers of the Center’swork i=its continuous

First. Information of Experts

efforts towards meeting the MARFOL Conwvention
requirements for putting the Special Area Status of
the Eed 5ea and Gulf of Aden into effect.

In fulfillment of its duties according to the
Eegional Protocol for Protection of the Marine
Ervironment from 0Ol  and
other Hazardous Chemicals,
the Centre continues to collect
information on  regulations
concerning contingency  and
also of experts and equipment
| in PER3GA member states.
This information is maintained
in a special database that is
continuously  updated.  The
database iz available on the
newly established web site of
the Centre www.emarsga.org.
The mechanism of updating the
database information is what
i= provided by the authorized
national bodies and the contact
persons in the countries. the
Following is a summary of the
information on the database as
of the end of November 2010:

The database contains information of more than 150 experts from the region and 150 international experts

KSA Sudan

Somalia

Djibouti Egypt Yemen

28 11

P& 8 40 38




Second. Information of National Gil Response Contingency Plans
Mo information is available about Somalia. Otherwise all PERSGA members states have established oil responze

contingency plans:

Country ORNCP Year Adopted
Jordan 1 2002
Ojibout 1 Under Adoption
Saudi Arabia 1l 2002
Sudan 1 2003 Under Eeview
Somalia M A M4
Egypt 1 1938
femen 1 2007

WOTE
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Third. Information of Response Equipment
Response equipment in the database is divided into four main categories:

skimmers Response Boats Centers
Jordan Available 5 6 Available
Djibouti No Data No Data No Data No Data

Saudi Arabia 5,000 m 10 14 18 local centers

Sudan Available 5 3 1

Somalia No Data No Data No Data No Data

Egypt 11,000 m 27 16 4 Main Centers
Yemen 4 23 3 No Data

Djibouti capabilities at Prince Hamza Centre are mainly

Within its continuing efforts to establish a regional
contingency plan for respanse to marine pollution,
PERSGA / EMARSGA is currently supporting the
implementation of a national project in Djibouti
to establish a National Marine Pollution Response
Centre. PERSGA / EMARSGA provides technical
support to the project that is implemented in
partnership between the ministry of Transport
and Equipments and the ministry of Housing and
Urbanization, Environment and Land Planning, The
National Contingency Plan NCP has been updated
and participants from different agencies have been
trained on response to oil spill incidents. The
responsible authorities in Djibouti have also made
good progress towards establishing the buildings for
the Centre and hiring the necessary staff.

Egypt

Contingency planning in Egypt is the responsibility of
the Egyptians Environmental Affairs Agency “EEAA”.
Emergency of response to oil pollution is not an
exception. EEAA is continuously alerted to keep the
oil response capabilities at the best possible level.
EEAA is also the central contact point that receives
oil pollution alerts and takes action to contact other
agencies involved at the national and international
levels.

The General Corporation for Petroleum operates
a number of oil response centers. One of these
centers is owned by EEAA and there are plans that
they establish another oneThe presence of such
substantial capabilities in Egypt for response to oil
spill incidents along with the good number of experts
in this field, and this gives Egypt a significant role
in the implementation of the Regional Protacol on
Technical Assistance and Transfer of Personnel and
Equipment During Emergency, signed in 2009.

Jordan
Jordan owns one response centre; that is Prince
Hamza Centre for Qil Pollution Contingency. The

for responding to incidents of tier | and tier II. It
is managed by the Agaba Special Zone Authority,
where it receives substantial attention. With this
official attention and the highly qualified personnel
at Prince Hamza Centre it is very effective in covering
the lordanianterritorial waters and the adjacent area.
The centre can be very useful in the implementation
of the Regional Protocol on Technical Assistance
and Transfer of Personnel and Equipment During
Emergency, signed in 2009.

Saudi Arabia

Responsibilities for the Qil Spill Contingency Plan
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are vested at the
Presidency of Meteorology and Environmental
Protection “PME”, which plays the role of the national
coordinator. The National Contingency Plan has
been approved by the Ministerial Council in 1991,
since then, PME has been working with the national
authorities and entities that manage constructions
on the coastline to prepare a local response center for
each one of them, and a an alert and communication
system for reporting incidents round the clock has
been developed. PME is also the international and
regional focal point for combating oil pollution, and
it conducts several periodical training drills with
scenarios to insure the preparedness of all pallution
combating units. Thus, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has a great potential in supporting the protocol of
technical collaboration and transfer of personnel
and equipment during marine emergency.

Sudan

With continuously increasing shipping activitiesat the
three ports of Sudan: Bashayer, Othman Digna and
Port Sudan, and for the need to respond to possible
oil spill incidents, the Sudanese Authorities followed
a number of steps to compact oil spill incidents.

The first National Qil Response Contingency Plan
has been prepared in collaboration with PERSGA.
The plan draws clear lines for responding to and



protecting the Sudanese coasts from oil pollution.
The Sudanese Maritime Agency has been zet as the
central national body for implementation of the
Mational Contingency Flan. The Coastal Station atthe
Agency of Marine Ports has been set as the contact
pointfor receiving incident alerts and alerting other
agencies involved. The Mational Contingency Flan
provides a description of the procedures to he
followed in the case of an incident and specifies the
connections between the different agencies.

Yemen
The Maritime A&ffairs Authority “MAA"™ in Yemen is

responsible for dealing with oil spill contingency.
MAAisthecentral nationalbodyintheimplementation
of the National oil 3pill Contingency Plan and owns
the gowernmental oil response equipment. Most of
the equipmentis mounted ontwo boats; one of them
stays mainly at Al Hodayedah on the Red Sea and
the other stays mainly at Aden on the Gulf of Aden.
In addition to the official oil response capabilities
owned by MAA, il companies operating in Yemen
have their own nil response centers. These are
capable mainly of responding to tier | and tier 1l
incidents.

Djiboti Code of Conduct to Repress Acts of Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships

A high-level meeting of 17 States from the Western
Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden and RBed Sea areas,
convened by IMO in Djibouti to help address the
problem of piracy and armed robbery against ships
off the coast of Somalia. The meeting was opened
on 26 January 2009 by IMO Secretary-General
Efthimios E. Mitropoulos and the Prime Minister of
Ojibouti, H.E. Mr. Dileita Mohamed Dileita. PERSGA
participated in the meeting that was attended by
Ministers, Ambassadors, senior officials and legal
experts from Comoros, Ojibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia,
France, Jordan, Kenya, Madagascar, Maldives, Oman,
Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa,

UK MOD CrotvnCopyright 2010

Sudan, the United Republic of Tanzania and Yemen,
aswell as observers from other IMO Member States:
United Mations specialized agencies and bodies; and
international and regional inter-governmental and
non-governmental organizations.

The Djibouti meeting adopted four resolutions:

#* Resolutionl on Adoption of the Code of Conduct
concerning the Repression of Piracy and Armed
Eobbery against Ships in the Western Indian
Ocean and the Gulf of A&den:

5
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= Resolution 2 on Technical Co-operation;

* Resolution 3 on Enhancing Training in the
Region, which accepts the offer of Djibouti to
host a training centre; and

* Resolution 4 on Expressions of Appreciation.

The Code of Conduct was opened for signature
by 21 countries in the region. On the occasion of

the meeting in Djibouti, 9 countries in the region F.

including three of PERSGA member states signed

the Code of Conduct: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, ESA

Somalia (TFG), Yemen, Madagascar, Maldives,
Seychelles and Tanzania. This brought it into effect
immediately

The signatories of the Djibouti Code of Conduct
have agreed to implement and/or reinforce the
following mechanisms and activities;

1. Establishment of Piracy Information Exchange
Centers in the following locations: a- Regional

- e i

Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre in Mombasa/
Kenya: b- Sub-regional Coordination Centre in
Dar el Salaam/Tanzania and ¢ Regional Maritime
Information Centre to be established in Sana’af
Yemen,

2. Regional Training Centre
1o be established in Djibouti.

On March 10th 2010 the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
sighed the Code of Conduct
becoming the 13th country
to do so. His Excellency Dr
lubarah Bin Eid Alsuraisry,
Minister of Transport ofSaudi
Arabia, signed the Code on
behalf of his Government. Dr.
Alsuraisry said at signing of
the conduct; “The Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, following
instructions of King Abdullah,
exerts every effort to build
bridges of cooperation
with countries all over the
world, especially by taking
initiatives and participating
in an effective way in order
to  achieve stability and
world  security, ~ whether
through the United Nations
and its specialized agencies,
or through continuous co-
operation with all countries
in this field. Other countries
| that have acceded the code
of conduct include Egypt,
Sudanandlordan. Thismakes
all PERSGA member states
partnersto the Djibouti Code
s of Conduct.



Incidents reported from OCct. 2009 to Oct. 2010

The Centre of Emergency Mutual Aid in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden "EMARSGA” has been alerted about four
different incidents over the last 12 months.

Incident of partial sinking of the oil tanker ELLI
y The tanker was flying
the flag of Fanama was
reported to EMARSGA
by the Ministry of State
of Environmental Affairs
i in Egypt on September
: f 28th 2009, This is just
5 before  the  period
s

covered in this report,
but we are including
it herein as it was not
included in any of our
previous reports.

The tanker was sailing
from ‘Yemen, empty
heading to the repair
workshops  in Suez
Canal for overhauling
complete  hull  and
equipment of the ship.

The |ocal officials and the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs
in coordination with the Ports Authority of Red Sea and Suez Canal
Authority mobilized the oil compacting equipment to the area. And
in coordination with the Petroleum and Environmental Services
Company (PESCO} and SUMED sector-in Ain Al-Sukhna, they were
able to rescue all crew members that consisted of 24 persons. The
ship has then been tugged from its location to a shallow safe area in
front of Ataka in Suez

Incident of dead sheep
Incident of dead sheep on the shores of the Gulf of Suez was reported
in December 2008, when EMARSGA received an incident report from the
Ministry of State of Environmental Affairs in Egypt. The incident report stated that

after crossing the Suez canal a ship dumped some 400 dead sheep in the Gulf of Suez. EMARSGA

informed all member countries, and circulated a detailed description of the ship. Maritime Authorities in both
Saudi Arabia and Yemen followed up the path of the ship and prevented it from causing any further damage to
the marine environment.

Getting significant assistance in identifying the ship, the Egyptian authorities took legal action against her. Such
incidents usually require substantial efforts for their effects to be treated. They can also be very costly in terms of
damage to the marine environment and to the health and economic conditions of the coastal communities.

Incident of oil pollution in Ras Shokeir

Incident of dead sheep Arab Republic of Egypt was reported in April 2010. The report was also received from
the Ministry of State of Environmentzal Affairs in Egypt and stated that a ship discharge oil waste that results in
an ail slick of 1 km length and 200 meters width in front of Ras Shukair port in Egypt. Once received EMARSGA
circulated the incident report to all its network contact officers.

17
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Incident of oil slicks
in Hurghada
The incident  was
brought to the
attention of ERMARSGA
by the media.

OnThursday lune 17th
2010 some scattered
oil slicks appeared at
different places along
the Red 5ea coasts in
Hurghada.

The Red Sea
Frotectorates

The Egyptian Authorities
conducted an extensive aerial
and land survey of the coastal
area near Ras shukair port, and
activated the protection and
clean up emergency plans. The
fast actions taken by the Egyptian
authorities had a significant
impact on reducing the damage
resulting from the incident.

and the Regional Branch of the Red Sea
of the Egyptian Environmental Affairs
Authority moved to the site and started
investigations ofthe source and extent of
the oil contamination. In a parallel effort
the shoreline clean up and assessment
technigque were initiated.

Light booms were alzo deployed to
prevent the nil from reaching sensitive
tourist areas and absorbent skimmers
were used to remove the thin layer of
oil from the surface water.

Beaches were also manually cleaned
of any oil residues that reached the
chaoreline.
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