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EDITORIAL

he Red Sea and Gulf of Aden form part of the main
east-west shipping route carrying international
maritime trade. The importance of this shipping
route has increased substantially after the opening
of the Suez Canal in 1869. A further factor that added to
the importance of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden route is oil
movement across the Isthmus of Suez via the Suez to the
Mediterranean Pipeline. This pipeline allows ships that are
too large to discharge their cargo at Ain Al Sukhna, south of
Suez, at an oil terminal built specially for this purpose. The

number of ships estimated to cruise the Suez Canal annually

is about 15,000 ships/year. The number of ships passing

through Bab el Mandeb is estimated at around 25,000 ships/

year. This is substantially higher than the number passing Prof. Ziad H. Abu Ghararah
through the Canal because many ships trade between The PERSGA Secretary General
Arabian Gulf and the Near and Far East to the Red Sea

without passing through the Canal, in addition to the intra-

Red Sea and Gulf of Aden trade. Thus, the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden handle very large
numbers of ships and tonnages of cargo of all types with oil contributing a large percentage.
Oil and other hazardous substances could seriously affect the environment if these ships are
involved in a collision, get stranded, caught fire or suffer any other damage.

Fully aware of this heavy traffic and mindful of the International IMO Conventions that affect
Emergency Response, the contracting parties of the Jeddah Convention for Conservation of
the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden (1982) singed along with the convention the
Protocol for Regional Cooperation in Combating Pollution by Oil and Other Harmful Substances
in the Case of Emergency. This has set the ground for the establishment of the Emergency
Mutual Aid Centre in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden “EMARSGA”, which has been inaugurated
in Hurghada Egypt in May 2006. Ever since its early beginning, the Centre has been active
in fulfilling its objectives. The current issue of the newsletter gives a brief summary of the
launching of the center, its objectives, mandate and achievements.

If the year 2006 was the year of launching of EMARSGA it can be confidently said that the
year 2009 is the year of putting the Centre in its stable regular orbit. During this year the
Centre has effectively put in use an oil spill trajectory model that was purchased in 2008,
the Centre has also benefited from the services of a marine biologist and a modeler major in
physical oceanography; and strengthening the genuine link between the Centre and its parent
Organization in Jeddah a Technical Support Committee for the Centre has been established
at PERSGA Headquarters. The Centre’s activities will stretch to organize training workshops
in PERSGA’s member states. This newsletter in its new format will continue to be published
on semiannual basis. The forthcoming issues of the newsletter will focus on the EMARSGA’s
activities and its interactions with member states. All our readers and interested stakeholders
are cordially invited to send us their remarks, comments or contributions to the e-mail addresses:
emarsga@persga.org, which especially dedicated for this purpose. We truly look forward to
this newsletter as an interactive window with our readers rather than a one-way channel of
transmitting of information.

Prof. Ziad H. Abu Ghararah
PERSGA Secretary General



tre have been identified in the Protocol.

. Strengthen the capacities of Member
States and facilitate cooperation among
them in order to timely and effectively
combat pollution by oil and other harm-

ful substances in the case of marine emer-
gencies;

- Assist Member States in developing their
own national capabilities to combat pollu-
tion by oil and other harmful substances;

. Coordinate and facilitate information ex-
change, technological cooperation and
training

The main Functions
of the Centre are to:

(i) collect and disseminate to Member
States information concerning matters
such as:

<laws, regulations and information con-
cerning appropriate authorities of the
Member States and Marine Emergency
Contingency Plans.

- information available to the Member
States concerning methods, techniques
and research relating to marine emer-
gency responses.

.inventories of experts, equipment and
materials available for marine emergency
responses by the Member States

(i) assist Member States, as requested,
in:

« preparation of relevant laws and regula-
tions.

- preparation of marine emergency con-
tingency plans.

. establishment of procedures under
which personnel, equipment and mate-
rials involved in marine emergency re-
sponses may be expeditiously transport-
ed into, out of, and through the territories
of the Member States.

- facilitating exchange of reports con-
cerning marine emergencies between
the Contracting Parties

« promotion and development of training
programs for combating pollution.

(iii) coordinate training programs for com-
bating pollution and prepare comprehen-

sive anti-pollution manuals

(iv) develop and maintain a communica-
tion/information system appropriate to
the needs of the Member States and the
Centre for the prompt exchange of infor-
mation concerning marine emergencies

EMARSGA 5



REPORT

at Hurgadabh,
Egypt

Host Country Agreement
and Launching of the Centre

Protection of the marine and costal envi-
ronment in the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden from oil pollution and other harmful
substances has been an early concern
of the contracting parties of the Jed-
dah Convention. A Protocol Concern-
ing Regional Cooperation in Combat-
ing Pollution by Oil and Other Harmful
Substances in the Case of Emergency
was signed alongside with the Jeddah
Convention in February 1982. This has
set the ground for the foundation of the
Emergency Mutual Aid Centre in the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden “EMARSGA”.
However, it took sometime before the
Centre was really established. The Host
Country Agreement of EMARSGA was
signed between the Regional Organi-
zation for Conservation of the Environ-
ment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
“PERSGA” and the Ministry of State For
Environmental Affairs in Egypt “MSEA”
was signed on October 14th 2003. Ac-
cording to this Agreement the Egyptian

Environmental Affairs Agency “EEAA”
has allocated the fourth floor of its build-
ing at Hurghada to host the EMARSGA
Headquarters. PERSGA in turn, has ap-
pointed A Director and a Deputy Director,
and furnished the Centre with the necessary
office equipment. The official inauguration of
the Centre was on the 20th of May 2006.

Legal Framework, Objectives and Func-
tions of the Centre

The legal framework for EMARSGA
stems from the Jeddah Convention
(1982) and its attached protocol con-
cerning the regional cooperation in com-
bating pollution by oil and other harmful
substances in the case of emergency
(1982). Under this Protocol, a Marine
Emergency Mutual Aid Centre is to be
established. A meeting of the Jeddah
Convention contracting parties at Alex-
andria in November 1989 decided that
the Centre would be set up at Hurgada,
Egypt. Terms and functions of the Cen-

4 EMARSGA
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. Future targets:

+ Continuing to support the member states to raise their capacities and capabilities in
combating pollution by oil spills and other hazardous substances by providing technical
assistance and training.

+ Support the member states to prepare, update and implement their national contingency
plans as necessary step to establish a regional contingency plan.

+ Strengthen the available information technology system by integrating proper data base,
GIS and modeling capabilities. Beside the available oil dispersion model, introducing of
dispersion models for other hazardous chemicals is one of the main targets in the near
future.

+ Establish a Regional Alerting System for Qil Spill, in collaboration with other regional and
international agencies and/or organizations.

» Enhance link with similar international and regional centers and/or organizations through
networking with emphasis on the field of training and exchange of information and
experiences.

* Enhance intra and inter regional collaboration with pollution control centers, oil production
and transportation companies and NGOs concerned with environment protections, as a
step towards establishing a regional association for pollution control under EMARSGA
umbrella.

+ Expedite collaboration with member states to provide the required reception facilities and
ratification of MARPOL Convention by countries that have not ratified yet, to activate the
declaration of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as a special area.

 Support declaration of the Red sea and Gulf of Aden - or at least the most sensitive areas
- as a Zero Discharge Zone.

The workshops that had been
conducted so far include:

The workshop was held in Hurghada, Egypt, at EMARSGA Headquarters coinciding with the
launching of the Centre in May 2006.

Objective: The main objective of the workshop was to put forward recommendations for
the implementation of a Regional Action Plan, discussed the future role of EMARSGA,
and emphasize the importance of the implementation of IMO Conventions relating to the
protection of the Marine Environment.

Participants: Thirty participants of high level executive personnel from the member states,
oil industry, shipping sectors and IMO.

EMARSGA 7



(v) prepare inventories of available personnel,
materials, vessels, aircraft, and other specialized
equipment for marine emergency responses
(vi) establish and maintain liaison with compe-
tent regional and international organizations for
the purposes of obtaining and exchanging sci-
entific and technological information and data,
particularly with regard to any new technology
which may assist the Centre in the performance
of its functions.

EMARSGA Role i|_1 Marine Emergen-

International & Reginal Conventions and Protocols

IMO and Inter-
national EMARSGA

Member
orgtanisa- PERSGA h states
tions

Providing
technical
assis-
tance, if - Notifying the other meme-

required ber states

- Activating the trajectory
model N .
- Data entry to database - Activating na-
- Activating the regional pro- * tional contingen-
tocol on “ Movement of per- cy plan

sonnel, equipment and mate-
rial in case of emergencies, if
needed

- Data gathering

Advis-

jien policy, Case analysis &

standard,cooperation evaluation as a Damage as-

liaison,training needs, lesson learned and h sessment and

convention & legisla- reporting to the compensation
tion, monitoring member states
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5- On-Scene commanders at oil spills, National
Contingency Plans and Oil Spill Preparedness
and Response (July 5-7, 2008)

Objective: The main objectives of the
workshop were to emphasize the role of
EMARSGA during emergencies, enhance
capacity of the member states in identifying
key needs and mechanisms in implementing
contingency plans during emergencies,
and exercise a communication drill during
incidents.

Participants: Twenty six trainees of national
officials responsible for combating oil
pollution.

6-The Regional Protocol on “Mobilization of
personnel, equipment and materials in case of
emergencies (July 8-9, 2008)

Objective: The main objective of the workshop
was to discuss and review the draft regional
agreement on mobilization of personnel,
equipment and materials in case of pollution
emergencies; and to formulate outline for
the implementation of the agreement and its
annexed protocol.

Participants: Twenty three national officials
responsible for combating oil and national oil
spill plans in the member states.
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7-0il spill sensitivity mapping (25-27 May,
2009)

Objective: The main objective of the training
workshop wastointroduce sensitivity mapping
as an important tool in response to oil spills,
focusing on sensitivity mapping methodology,
areas of priority in oil spill combating process
following the classification of coastal areas
according to the shore types, biological
richness and human activities.

Participants: Twenty four national officials
responsibleformarineresources conservation
and combating oil pollution in emergencies in
their countries

EMARSGA 9



2- Integrated coastal zone management r T e ro TCEM and Seatsindlile Pamsian
(ICZM) and sustainable tourism: i i SR e
(4-6 Dec. 2006)

Objective: The main objective of the
workshop was to train the participants
on different aspects of the ICZM and Y s
sustainable tourism development as well

as exchange of knowledge and experience
between the member states.

Participants: Twenty one participants
representing the governmental bodies of
the member states, NGOs participants
from Kenya and South Africa also attended
the workshop.

3- Regional planning for management
of marine hazardous substances (15-16
April, 2007):

Objective: The main objective of the
workshop was to discuss adequate
planning and management of marine
hazardous substances.

Participants:  Sixteen  participants
representing the six member states.

4- Baseline Biological survey for invasive
species into marine environment (6-8
May, 2007)

Objective: The main objective of the
workshop was to introduce to the
participants possible ways of species
invasion in the marine and coastal
environment, and train them on methods
of conducting survey assessment and
establishing inventories for invasive
species.

Participants: Fifteen trainees
representing government officials, private
sector and NGOs from the member
states.

8 EMARSGA



The PERSGA 10th Council Meeting has
been held at EMARSGA Center in Hurgadah
(EGYPT ) Mar 2009.

the meeting followed a focal ponts meeting
thtat discussed all activities conducted in
2008 and other environmental aspects in
the region.

Information systems
and Databases

Oil Spill Trajectory Model

Based on the vision of PERSGA to raise the
capability and performance of EMARSGA
and to improve the Centre’s capabilities in
coordination of response efforts in the case
of emergency, an Qil Spill Trajectory Model
has beeninstalled in the Centre in June 2008.

Database:

Adequate Information and data during
marine emergencies are essential tool for
effective combating, control and assessment
of a pollution incident. EMARSGA has
established a regional database that includes
regional expert list, equipment and data on
marine pollution incidents and the regional
designated agencies and /or organizations
dealing with oil pollution.

PERSGA 10th Council Meeting
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Training on the use of the model has been
provided to the Center’s Director and Deputy
Director and they are both capable of running
the model and conveying the model run results
to the member states. More recently in 2009
the Centre has also hired a part time modeler
to assist in modeling physical oceanography.
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8- On-Scene commanders at oil spills, National
Contingency plans and oil spill preparedness and
response (20-23 June, 2009)

Objective: The main objective was to enhance
the capacity of the member states and to improve
performance of the oil spill contact
points at the countries in the case of
emergencybyupdatinginformationand
data and performing regular exercises
on communication and equipment
deployment during emergencies.
Participants: Twenty eight national
officials responsible for combating oil
pollution in member states

9-Status of Contingency Planning in the PERSGA Objective: The main objective
Region (24-25 June, 2009) of the workshop was to enhance
implementation, identify gaps, and
discuss proposals for development
of new plans, in countries not having
contingency plansyet, and update the
existing ones, to be in consistent with
the regional convention, protocols
and action plan requirement.

Participants: Twenty four national
officials responsible for marine
conservation and oil pollution in the
member states.

f Trainees/member state \

these training workshops were designed
according to international standards _
and covered major aspects related to .
conservation of the regional marine 15
resources in general, and oil spill |
combating in particular. In total about 150 | ,
participants representing governmental \_ Jordan djibouti KSA Sudan Somalia Egypt yemen
bodies, oil industries, private sector
and NGOs from the member states participated in these training events.

/
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In addition to the
technicalpublications
of PERSGA which
include publications
on pollution control
and assessment,
EMARSGApublished
three guides on
marine emergencies
(2007 & 2009) and
two newsletters.

Technical Series
Wembar 18 Fubrasry 3008
Guidislings lor Compengation

Following Damaga to Coral Reels
by Ship or Boat Grounding

EMARSGA Publications
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Agreements and Protocols

e The Regional Protocol for Cooperation in Combating Pollution by Oil and
Other Harmful Substances (1982)

eThe Regional Protocol on Movement of Personnel, Equipment and
Material in Case of Emergencies (2009).

Pollution incidents

12 EMARSGA

The frequency of occurrence of oil spill incidents in the PERSGA region over
the last three years was limited. Five medium to large oil spill incidents were
recorded during 2005-2009. Small oil spill incidents (spot incidents) have
occurred but have not been listed. These were mainly results of leakage from
oil pipelines, fuel leakage of grounded boats (mainly pleasure boats) and
residual oil in ballast waters.

This fortunate low occurrence of oil spill incidents should not be misleading and
encourage us to relax. Some serious ship incidents have recently happened.
The following are examples of such incidents:

In March 2006 an explosion and fire on the 5,500 TEU container ship ‘Hyundai
Fortune’ occurred some 70 miles east of Aden around 20 miles off the Yemeni
coast. The Port of Aden provided a fire fighting tug to fight the fire, and within
18 hours salvage experts had arrived in Aden in order to board the tug to
reach the ship. Over the following week the fire was extinguished, other tugs
were brought to the scene to take the tow, and the ship was moved to The
Gulf for repair. Several hundred containers were lost from the ship, which was
seriously damaged over the whole of its aft section, and floated westwards under
the influence of the currents and winds, reaching as far as Bab el Mandeb.

A major collision between a loaded tanker carrying some 280,000 tonnes of
crude oil, under the French flag, and a 70,000 tonne container ship under
the Panamanian flag, occurred early in the morning of 07 December 2007
in a position around 30 miles east of the traffic separation scheme at Bab el
Mandeb, inside Yemen’s contiguous zone. The collision, at a combined speed
of 40 knots and combined tonnage of almost 400,000 tonnes, was probably
the largest in terms of kinetic energy that has occurred in maritime history.
Fortunately, because the bow of the container ship cut into the bow of the
loaded tanker forward of the collision bulkhead, no oil pollution was reported.



10.

1.

Participation in Regional
and International Events:

Regional workshop for Preparation of the Oil Spill Contingency
Plans Oman December 2005.

International conference on Marine Pollution in Arabic region (
Alexandria, Egypt 27th -29th , May 2006).

Conference of the Arabian seas Dubai UAE December 2006.

Nairobi International convention on the Removal of Wrecks,
Nairobi 14-18 may 2007

2nd Workshop on Marine Emergency ( Jeddah 19-22 May, 2007)

First meeting of the Natural Disasters Coordination Committee
of the Arab league June 2007

Oil Pollution Combating exercise (Atoon) arranged by PESCO
company (Port Saeed, Egypt. 1-3 Sept. 2007)

Participation in the 20th session of CAMRY December 2008

PERSGA participated in the piracy repression in Djibouti January
2009.

Participation in the Marine Pollution Monitoring and Investigation
Workshop at Manama Bahrain Mar 2009.

Participation in the Coral Reefs Workshop at Hurghada June
20009.

EMARSGA 15



Providing technical assistance
to the member states:

Besides providing technical advice, as requested, to the member states, on
pollution control, EMARSGA and its recently established Technical Support
Unit at PERSGA Headquarters have been involved in providing technical
assistance to establish Center of Environmental Emergencies in Yemen
(Hodaida) and Oil Spill Response Center in Djibouti, and Sudan.

EwvOw [
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Collaboration with the IMO:

Collaboration between the Regional Or-
ganization for the Conservation of Envi-
ronment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
(PERSGA) and the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) is long lasting and
has resulted in several fruitful outcomes
for protection of the marine environment
in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. An im-
portant joint achievement was the separa-
tion schemes for ship traffic in the narrow
areas of the Gulf of Aden and southern
Red Sea. Right from the beginning when
EMARSGA was inaugurated, the IMO
demonstrated substantial support to the
Centre. EMARSGA has in turn been very
actively cooperative with IMO in several
initiatives concerning protection of the
marine environment in the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden..

PERSGA is an active partner in the GloB-
allast Partnership Project that includes 13
lead partner countries from five regional
seas; three countries out of the thirteen
are from PERSGA region. PERSGA is the
regional body coordinating the execution
of the Globallast project in the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden according to the MoU
signed wih the IMO. The Regional Work-
shop on Baseline Survey Methods in
Ports carried out at EMARSGA Hurghada
Egypt in May 2007 was one of the earliest
activities of the Project. EMARSGA has
also contributed to the Regional Training
Workshop on Ballast Water Management
organized in Aden (Yemen) in November
2008. Upcoming activities of the project
include a regional workshop on the Legal
Aspects of Ballast Water Management to
be carried out at EMARSGA, and nation-
al training workshops on Ballast Water
Management that will be organized in the
member staets.

In March 2008 PERSGA and IMO signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) re-
garding the implementation of regional Tech-
nical Cooperation Program activities dealing
with marine pollution prevention and response
for the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. The objec-
tive of the MoU is to enhance the Technical
Capacity of EMARSGA and its technical sup-
port capabilities to Member States. Activities
implemented in the 2008 — 2009 biennium in-
clude Regional Training Workshops on Ballast
Water Management (organized in Aden Ye-
men in November 2008), (i) a Training Work-
shop on Sensitivity Mapping in Response to
Oil Pollution, (carried out at EMARSGA in
Hurghada Egypt in May 2009) (ii) a technical
visit to Yemen (conducted in July 12th 2009)
(i) a Regional Workshop on Special Area Re-
quirements of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
under MARPOL (to be carried out in EMARS-
GA Hurghada Egypt during the period October
19th — 21st 2009) and (iv) a National Contin-
gency Planning Workshop IMO level 2 (to be
carried out in December 2009 in Djibouti)

On top of the activities specified in the 2008 —
2009 MoU, a number of activities that support
the IMO objectives and emphasize EMARS-
GA role in the region are currently underway.
These activities are mainly assisting member
states to establish, rehabilitate or upgrade
their oil response capabilities. Such activities
are focusing on Djibouti, Sudan and Yemen.
The Stockpile in Djibouti, founded in 1990
through an IMO initiative has been recently
assessed and all major equipment has found
adequately operational. Efforts are under-
way to establish a proper workshop in which
the equipment could be stored and regularly
maintained, and to assist Djibouti putting ad-
equate human resources and legal tools in
place to have a fully operational tier 2 level ol
response centre.
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